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Unlock your
unique
talents to
maximize

your
potential
inthe
workforce

REHABILITATION COUNSELING AND
EMPLOYMENT

For individuals who are blind, visually impaired, deaf
or hard of hearing, navigating the job market can be
tough. However, our specially trained counselors
provide person-alized support to assist consumers in
choosing a career path, identifying educational and
training needs, and securing employment.

A rehabilitation counselor can:
offer counseling and guidance on work and
disability issues
assist with career planning
assist with education and vocational training
provide job readiness training
provide assistive technology services and devices
assist with workplace accommodations
provide job development, placement and
retention



BLIND SERVICES

VISION REHABILITATION THERAPY

Unlock your full potential with the help of a highly
trained vision rehabilitation therapist (VRT). These
highly trained professionals possess the expertise to
guide and support individuals with visual
impairments and blindness.

Experience a range of top-notch services, including
but not limited to:

evaluating current independent living skills

and determine the areas in which training

is needed

providing training in all aspects of everyday living
skills

providing training in communication techniques
such as Braille reading and writing and the use of
computers

providing training in using handheld, stand, or
video maghnifiers; effectively using contrast and
lighting; and methods of glare control, all of
which will maximize the use of low vision

providing training to enhance job readiness skills

ORIENTATION AND MOBILITY

Orientation and mobility (O&M) specialists teach skills
that help individuals understand their location
(orientation) and move safely (mobility). They equip
people with the necessary skills to travel safely.

The training offered by O&M specialists covers a wide
range of skills, including:

training in human guide techniques

training in the use of a long cane (indoors and
outdoors)

training in the use of a support or ID cane
orientation within residential and/or business
settings

training in the proper use of street crossing
techniques

training in the use of public transportation
providing introduction to skills necessary for
obtaining a dog guide

ining in the use of GPS devices

se of optical devices



AUDIOLOGY

An audiologist is a licensed professional who
specializes in evaluating and treating people who
are Deaf or Hard of Hearing.

Services provided by VRS audiologist may include:

evaluation of hearing loss to assist in
determining eligibility

educational counseling to understand your
hearing loss and how it may impact
communication and employment
recommendations for hearing aids and
assistive devices

training in communication strategies



DEAF SERVICES

DEAF SUPPORT SERVICES

Deaf Support Specialists (DSS) help ADRS
consumers with finding and keeping jobs. They
work alongside the VR counselor to offer
different services to help individuals reach their
maximum potential.

Services provided by DSS may include:

job readiness skills

job leads

job development

assistance with completing job applications
coaching for job interviews

job coaching

INTERPRETING

ADRS sign language interpreters are
professionals with extensive training who
facilitate effective communication
between deaf consumers and others.

Interpreting services may be provided for:

vocational planning and guidance
vocational training

job readiness skills workshops/courses
job interviews

job placement




For more information about
Vocational Rehabilitation
Service, call 1-800-441-7607
TTY users dial 711
or visit
rehab.alabama.gov

Partner of the American
Job Center
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Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services 602
S. Lawrence St., Montgomery, AL 36104 334-293-
7500 e 1-800-441-7607

rehab.alabama.gov

Translation Notice
This document has important information about accessing services.
Interpretation/translation services are available free of charge upon request.

Anuncio traduccion
Este documento contiene informacién importante sobre el acceso a los servicios. Los
servicios de interpretacidn / traduccidn estdn disponibles sin cargo previa solicitud.

Ubersetzung-Hinweis
Dieses Dokument enthdlt wichtige Informationen liber den Zugriff auf Dienste. Auf
Anfrage sind Dolmetscher und Ubersetzungsdienstleistungen kostenlos erhditlich.
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The services described in this brochure are funded in part with federal funds

awarded by the U.S. Department of Education under the Vocational

Rehabilitation (VR) program. Federal funds paid 78.7 percent of the total costs incurred
by the VR program. In federal fiscal year 2022, the total amount of grant funds awarded
was $69,944,263. Funds appropriated by the state or another non-federal allowable
source paid 21.3 percent ($18,930,277) of the costs incurred under the program.

In the provision of services and in employment practices, the Alabama Department
of Rehabilitation Services does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, creed,
national origin, religion, age or disability. This material is available in alternate
format upon request.
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